
South African Pavement Design 
Method (SAPDM)

Status ReportStatus Report

1199thth RPF MeetingRPF Meeting
4 May 4 May 20201100
L KannemeyerL Kannemeyer



Aka GODZILLAAka GODZILLA



Historical Overview – SAPDM Revision

Process initiated at RPF -May 2005
R&R framework - November 2005
Pavement Performance Information System (LTPP)

– Material Classification Concept
– Pavement Number Concept (PN)
– 50 Projects Completed – February 2008 
– 15 Stabilized Projects Added – February 2008 

Mechanistic-Empirical Analysis System (MEAS)
– Phase 1 – Develop Detailed Project Briefs – November 2006 
– Phase 2 - Inception Phase (22 Projects) – July 2007
– Peer Review – Phase 2 Reports – November 2007
– Additional SANRAL Requirements – December 2007
– Appointment of Main Service Providers – September 2008

– CSIR Built Environment
– Pavement Modelling Corporation
– SC Van As Traffic Engineering

SAPDM Website (www.sapdm.co.za) – May 2009
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Progress To DateProgress To Date

•• ReportsReports
•• November 2009 = 8 ReportsNovember 2009 = 8 Reports
•• May 2010 = 21 ReportsMay 2010 = 21 Reports

•• Field Trials Field Trials –– OngoingOngoing
•• Environmental (3/50), Material Bulk Samples (3/12) Environmental (3/50), Material Bulk Samples (3/12) 

•• Lab Testing Lab Testing –– Ongoing Ongoing 
•• Complete 3 of 6 Mixes, busy with 4Complete 3 of 6 Mixes, busy with 4thth and 5and 5thth

•• Surface SealsSurface Seals
•• New Research Proposal Submitted April 2010New Research Proposal Submitted April 2010

•• Mechanistic Empirical developed using TUDELFT FEM 2D/3DMechanistic Empirical developed using TUDELFT FEM 2D/3D

•• Concrete / BlockConcrete / Block
•• Research Proposal SubmittedResearch Proposal Submitted

•• Pumping of Base MaterialPumping of Base Material
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