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• Novel virus

• Unprecedented socio-economic disruption

• No-one has all the answers - we are all finding 

the best way to control and mitigate the impact 

of the disease

• WUHAN

COVID-19: a black swan

2



Page

Minerals Council interventions

3

Minerals Council 
initiates 

communication plan 
and distributes 

educational material 
to companies

February 2020

Minerals Council 
adopts a COVID 19 

Preparedness 

Plan

(10 Point Plan)

17 March 2020

Minerals Council 
adopts an SOP on 

Management of 
COVID-19)

25 March 2020

Minerals Council 
adopts SOP on 

COVID-19 Following 
the Lockdown

9 April 2020

Minerals Council 
issues Guidance on 
PPE for COVID-19

21 April 2020

Minerals Council 
issues 

Guidance on 
Vulnerable 
Populations

22 May 2020
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Key elements of interventions
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Prevention

Risk assessment of workplaces and 
vulnerable employees

Management of cases, including 
screening, testing, isolation, quarantine 

and reporting

Collaboration on regional basis among 
companies and with the public health 

system

Additional funding for disease mapping, 
training and research
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• Published on 18th May 2020 and effective 25th May.

• Regulates the mining industry on COVID-19. 

• Available on Minerals Council website.

• DMRE inspectors monitor implementation.

• Collaboration between DMRE and DOH essential, with DOH acting as advisor.

DMRE Guideline on COVID-19
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Statistics 
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• The epidemic is maturing. 

• Most provinces with mining operations have low testing rates:

• Need to consider more testing and collaboration.

South African Context
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Province Tests done per 100 000 population

Western Cape 1 211

Gauteng 837

Free State 667

KZN 601

Eastern Cape 568

Northern Cape 291

Mpumalanga 249

North West 144

Limpopo 138
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• “The epidemic will be with us for some time- We have to live with it”. Minister Mantashe, 26th May

• “Save lives and livelihoods” Mr Mxolisi Mgojo, President Minerals Council, 26th May

• Should we be testing?

• Public health approach says test more.

• Testing constraints in country.

• Follow National Institute for Communicable Diseases Protocols.

• Mass screening following incidents has revealed high levels of COVID-19, mostly undetected.

• Value of testing when epidemic is ramping up? 

• Asymptomatic cases

• High rates 

• Not clear what their outcomes will be or if it’s a special population currently at work.

• Closure of mines due to COVID-19

• Meeting with CIoM.

• Will we be able to continue to stop and start for cases?

• The future is clear, ……as MUD

Key insights
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Conclusion
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We are in this together



T +27 11 498 7100 E info@mineralscouncil.org.za W www.mineralscouncil.org.za

5 Hollard Street, Johannesburg, 2001, PO Box 61809, Marshalltown 2107

Thank you

tbalfour@mineralscouncil.org.za
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